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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00790 2701 14Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION 10-14 

INEO OCT-01 ARA-10 HA-05 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /076 W 

041584 271010Z/14 

R261359Z JAN 78 
PM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5975 

CONPIDENTIAL BOGOTA 790 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, CO 

SUBJ: UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING, GENEVA, 

PEBRUARY 6 - MARCH 10 

REF: STATE 15786 

1. IN CONVERSATION JANUARY 20 POL COUNSELOR DISCUSSED SUBSTANCE 
OP REFTEL WITH JOAQUIN FONSECA,POREIGN MINISTER UNDERSECRETARY 
POR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND CONPERENCES. FONSECA WAS 
PLEASED AT THE U.S. OPFER TO COOPERATE IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A 
PRODUCTIVE HUMAN RIGHTS MEETING. HE STATED THAT COLOMBIA'S 
POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WAS VIRTUALLY IDENTICAL WITH THAT OF 
THE U.S. AND THAT SUCH COOPERATION WOULD THEREPORE BE PRUITFUL 
AND MUTUALLY ADVANTAGEOUS. 

2. POL COUNSELOR THEN ASKED WHETHER THIS MEANT THAT COLOMBIA 
HAD ABANDONED ITS POSITION OF LINKING HUMAN RIGHTS WITH A 
SPECIAL TRADING RELATIONSHIP WITH THE THE U.S., A CONCEPT WHICH 
HAD PRODUCED AN UNPORTUNATE DIVISION OP PRO-HUMAN RIGHTS PORCES 
AT THE 1977 OASGA IN GRENADA. PONSECA ADMITTED THAT HE DID 

NOT KNOW WHETHER THIS PROPOSAL WAS STILL PART OP THE COLOMBIAN 
POSITION. HE HAD NOT ATTENDED THE GRENADA MEETING AND WAS 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 BOGOTA 00790 2701 14Z POSS DUPE 

NOT PAMILIAR WITH FOREIGN MINISTER LIEVANO'S CURRENT VIEWS. 

HE SUGGESTED THAT THE POLCOUNSELOR CONTACT ALVARO BONILLA, 
PONSECA’S DEPUTY, WHO HAD ATTENDED THE GRENADA MEETING AND 
WAS KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT LIEVANO'S POSITION ON THE MATTER. 

3. PONSECA SAID THAT COLOMBIA WOULD BE REPRESENTED AT THE 
GENEVA MEETING BY THE COLOMBIAN AMBASSADOR TO INTERNATIONAL 
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ORGANIZATIONS IN GENEVA, HECTOR CHARRY SAMPER. (FYI CHARRY, 

A EORMER LIBERAL PARTY CONGRESSMAN, IS WELL KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY. 
HE IS USUALLY AND CORRECTLY DESCRIBED AS "FEISTY''. HE HAS 
BEEN ERIENDLY TO THE U.S. AND TO EMBASSY OEFICERS BUT IS SOME- 
WHAT PRICKLY AND REQUIRES CAREEUL HANDLING. DESPITE HIS PARTY 
AEFILIATION, HIS VIEWS ON MANY MATTERS ARE SOMEWHAT CONSERVATIVE. 
IT WOULD NOT BE OUT OE CHARACTER, EOR EXAMPLE, EOR CHARRY TO 
VIEW SYMPATHETICALLY THE REPRESSIVE METHODS USED BY THE SOUTHERN 
CONE COUNTRIES TO DEAL WITH INTERNAL SECURITY PROBLEMS. END EYI.) 

4. POL COUNSELOR CONTACTED ALVARO BONILLA, EONSECA'S DEPUTY, 

ON lANUARY 24 AND ASKED HIM WHETHER COLOMBIA WOULD CONTINUE 
TO LINK HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE TRADING RELATIONSHIP CONCEPT AT 
EUTURE INTERNATIONAL FORA, SPECIFICALLY THE GENEVA CONEERENCE. 
BONILLA SAID THAT THE PROPOSAL WAS STILL VERY MUCH A PART OF 
COLOMBIA'S POLICY. HE SEEMED DOUBTEUL, HOWEVER, WHETHER 
COLOMBIA WOULD AGAIN MAKE SUCH A PROPOSAL AT GENEVA BUT DID 
NOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY. 
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